
 

 

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES READING 

AND LEEDS 2018! 
200,000 FESTIVAL GOERS FLOCK TO THIS YEAR’S FESTIVAL 

KINGS OF LEON, FALL OUT BOY, PANIC! AT THE DISCO AND 

KENDRICK LAMAR HEADLINE AN UNFORGETTABLE AUGUST BANK 

HOLIDAY WEEKEND ACROSS RICHFIELD AVENUE AND BRAMHAM 

PARK 

 
www.readingandleedsfestival.com 

  

Monday 27 August - Reading and Leeds 2018 saw 200,000 festival fans indulge in outstanding sets from 

Kings Of Leon, Fall Out Boy, Kendrick Lamar, Panic! At The Disco and hundreds of the world’s best 

artists, bands, DJs and comedians. Reading and Leeds Festivals 2019 tickets will be on sale Friday 31 

August at 1pm. 

 

Reading and Leeds Festival worked with Safe Gigs For Women, The Samaritans, and medical teams to 

ensure happy and healthy festival-goers across the weekend. Safe Gigs for Women is an initiative 

established by regular gig goers with the aim of creating a safer environment for people at music events. 

New to this year, safe hubs were staffed by the British Red Cross and Festival Angels in campsites -

serving as a safe and confidential space for festival goers seeking support from volunteers. 

 

Friday at Reading and Saturday at Leeds saw Fall Out Boy deliver a career-spanning, hits-filled set. From 

fan favourites ‘Dance, Dance,’ ‘Thnks fr th Mmrs’, to the chart topping ‘Centuries’ and new songs from 

their latest album MANIA. Pulitzer Prize winning rapper and global superstar Kendrick Lamar returned 

to Reading on Saturday and closed Leeds spectacularly on Sunday and with an unstoppable set. ‘Kung Fu 

Kenny’ raged through hits from critically acclaimed DAMN to a legion of fans, leaving no doubt that any 

naysayers should “sit down and be humble”.  

 

Sunday at Reading and Friday at Leeds saw Kings of Leon make their grand return to the Richfield 

Avenue and Bramham Park to headline the Main Stages for their second time. They pulled out all the 

http://www.readingandleedsfestival.com/


 

stops with a slick marathon set of sing-alongs, which saw them close the weekend of music in 

magnificent style at Reading.   

 

Travis Scott brought the ‘Goosebumps’ to this year’s Reading and Leeds festival with a hit-driven and 

brilliant debut performance. 

 

Post Malone’s huge set lived up to the hype, with hits including ‘Rockstar’ and ‘Congratulations’, the  as 

equally adored singer as he is tattooed artist, put a lot of smiles on faces at the Main Stage. Superstar DJ 

Diplo had the BBC Radio 1 tent jumping with an incredible visual and pyrotechnic display, whilst global 

sensation and ‘New Rules’ hit maker Dua Lipa wowed the crowd with her empowering futuristic pop. 

 

Panic! At The Disco front man Brendon Urie delivered a vocal masterclass with his theatrical emo-pop 

stage show. A powerhouse of pizazz he commanded the Main Stage, paying homage to the band’s first 

Reading and Leeds appearance in 2007 with ‘I Write Sins Not Tragedies’  and led the mass singalongs  

with a stunning cover of Queen’s iconic ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ - before going out with a bang with a 

visual spectacle firework display. As well as playing their own hits SUM 41 were also heard playing 

homage to their heroes with a rocked-up version Queen’s ‘We Will Rock You’. 

 

Both festivals were filled with special moments throughout the weekend including Linkin Park member 

Mike Shinoda joining SUM 41 on stage for an emotional tribute performance to Chester Bennington 

with a cover of Linkin Park’s ‘Faint’, as well as his own sets at both festivals. In Reading, Radio 1’s Scott 

Mills and Chris Stark joined the choir for Deaf Havana’s spectacular set, Brockhampton owned the 

stage and two festival-goers got engaged during Mercury Music Prize nominees Wolf Alice set.  

 

BBC Radio 1 and BBC 1Xtra presenters Greg James, Mollie King, Matt Edmundson, Jordan North, Maya 

Jama, Charlie Sloth, Clara Amfo, Dan P Carter and Huw Stephens were on the ground at Reading 

broadcasting live and bringing mischief, fun and some toilet humour (!) Keep an eye on @BBCR1 

throughout this week. 

 

Reading and Leeds are famous for their secret sets, attracting the world’s most sought after acts and this 

year didn’t disappoint - Bring Me The Horizon made an unexpected and triumphant return to the stage. 

The atmosphere was electric in the packed-out tent - they slammed through their greatest hits and new 

track ‘Mantra’ which sees the Sheffield band right on track as the world’s true rock crossover act. Frank 

Carter and The Rattlesnakes also performed in a secret set at both sites and their energetic 

performance saw the lead singer, Frank Carter, doing a handstand as he crowd surfed into the audience. 

Elsewhere The Wombats, The Magic Gang and Peace took to the BBC Music Introducing Stage for 

intimate and raucous sets. 

 

Comedy stars Big Shaq, Harry Hill, Joel Dommett, Chris Ramsey, Mo Gilligan, Lee Nelson and many 

more drew in crowds at the Alternative Stage, whilst up at Leeds, the Relentless Stage once again rocked 

a massive dance line up featuring Mike Skinner, Jax Jones, Kurupt FM and Madam X.  

 



 

All the while, the Festival Republic Stage demonstrated its trailblazing reputation for hosting the hottest 

new talent as it played host to Kate Nash, The Horrors, Death From Above, Pale Waves, Hinds, 

Yungblud and many more.  

 

In Leeds, Sunday Brunch presenter and chef, Simon Rimmer was spotted side of stage watching Slaves. 

Cast members of Hollyoaks, Coronation Street and Emmerdale partied the nights away and Emmerdale’s 

Gaynor Faye took part in a spot of crowd-surfing whilst watching comedian Joel Dommett’s set. Love 

Island stars Megan Barton-Hanson and Wes Nelson attended Reading enjoying Post Malone’s incredible 

performance.  

 

Fans who missed out on tickets can catch up on the weekend’s highlights on BBC iPlayer.  

 

Images can be downloaded from: 

 

Reading Festival 

http://photos.readingfestival.com/2018/gallery/  

 

Leeds Festival 

http://photos.leedsfestival.com/2018/gallery/  

 

 

MEDIA CONTACTS: 

  

Reading Festival 

  

Libby Maguire  

Libby.maguire@ldcommunications.co.uk 

  

Sarah Wareing 

sarah.wareing@ldcommunications.co.uk 

  

Leeds Festival 

David Cox 

david.cox@ldcommunications.co.uk 

  

Sign up here for Reading and Leeds newsletters. 

  

FESTIVAL PARTNERS 

  

FESTIVAL PARTNERS 
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Carlsberg are proud to be the official beer partner of Reading and Leeds Festival. Carlsberg will be 

bringing a touch of Danishness to the festival this summer as it’s the fusion of Danish simplicity and 

precision that brings you a light, easy drinking, refreshing lager. 

https://music.carlsberg.co.uk/ 

  

  

  

Somersby are excited to be the official cider partner of Reading and Leeds Festival. Best served thirsty. 

This delicious cold-filtered cider has no artificial flavours or sweeteners, simply bucket-loads of great 

apple taste. That’s real refreshment. 

  

Co-op is coming to Reading & Leeds and we couldn’t be more excited to be at the heart of festival 

communities this summer. For the first time you’ll be able to buy your essential items directly from the 

Co-op shop in the campsite, including food, water, beer, wine and toiletries. Of course we’ll have sun 

cream and rain ponchos too! Co-op is all about being close to our customers and it doesn’t get much 

closer than being right outside your tent. 

  

Visit us at www.coop.co.uk/food 

  

For over a decade, Relentless Energy Drink have staked their claim at Reading & Leeds festival. We will 

be returning once again in 2018 as the Official Energy Drink Partner.  

While the party returns this year with the legendary Relentless Stage at Leeds, we’ll also be keeping the 

ravers energised over at Reading too.  

  

Visit us at www.relentlessenergy.com  

www.facebook.com/RelentlessEnergy   

www.twitter.com/relentlessdrink to join the conversation.  

  

MIX IT UP WITH SMIRNOFF AT READING & LEEDS FESTIVAL THIS SUMMER! 

  

To celebrate this year’s epic festival season, Smirnoff, the world’s most popular vodka brand, is proud to 

be the official vodka and partner with the biggest festivals across Europe including Reading & Leeds; 

teaming up with great music and the incredible Smirnoff Soda & Lime Smash drink this year, be sure not 

to miss out! 

  

Follow us on Instagram @SmirnoffEurope or on Facebook facebook.com/smirnoffGB, for all of the latest 

festival news and gossip from around Europe and some exciting ways to get involved this summer! 

http://www.smirnoff.com/ 

  

“More good times for less? Sounds like Barclaycard Entertainment. As an official Reading and Leeds 

partner, we’re able to offer Barclaycard customers exclusive festival presale tickets with 10% back. Look 
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out for presale tickets to Reading and Leeds 2019 and search Barclaycard Entertainment online to find 

out more or to get first dibs on the very latest tickets” 

  

www.barclaycard.co.uk/entertainment 

  

As an official sponsor of some of the greatest UK festivals, Pepsi Max takes a bold approach to bringing 

people together through music. Pepsi Max are a long-standing partner of Live Nation and look forward 

to creating more musical moments together. Pepsi Max offers the full Pepsi taste with no sugar. 

  

Bulleit Frontier Whiskey is proud to be the official Bourbon partner of Leeds Festival 

  

Inspired by Tom Bulleits’ great-great-grandfather‘s 175-year-old recipe, Bulleit has been at the forefront 

of the whiskey revolution. Bulleit uses only the finest ingredients available including the best grains and 

Kentucky‘s limestone filtered water, fresh from the Salt River. 

  

Available in Bourbon, Rye and 10-Year-Old, Bulleit is distilled and aged in the family tradition, featuring a 

high rye content lending the whiskey a bold, spicy character with a distinctively smooth, clean finish. 

  

Come along and join us for a signature Bulleit Bourbon and Cola this Summer! 

  

Primark is a proud to partner with Reading festival this year. At Primark we are all about encouraging 

people to find their amazing! Come and hang out with us at our positivity activation at the festival and 

discover what we have in store for you! 

  

Visit us at: www.primark.com & @primark on Instagram 

  

  

  

Reading & Leeds Festival are proud to once again name Big Green Coach as the Official Coach Travel 

Provider again this year. Big Green Coach are the UK’s largest travel events company and will be 

providing coach services for weekend campers, alongside day return services. 

  

They will be offering the chance to buy low cost return coach services, with or without your festival 

ticket as a package. Festival goers can choose to arrive on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday and Big Green 

Coach will get all campers home on Monday. 

  

Day services are timed to arrive before music starts and will not depart until music finishes. 

With 80 pick-up points are available across the UK, prices start from just £35 return. 
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